2oS                         THE LAND LAW.              [^Ex. 47-50,

presumptions based upon the length of time during
which given tenants have held at a fixed rate, from
which their status as sub - proprietors, occupancy
tenants liable to enhancement of rent, or tenants at
will, is to be inferred.

The customs of the country as to descent, inherit-
ance, the distribution of village produce, the mode
of using the village waste, rights on the part of
co-sharers to have the refusal of any share which is
to be sold (this is known as the right of pre-emption),
and many other matters, form a distinct and very im-
portant head of Indian real property law.

The only way in which it has been affected at
all by legislation is, that at the settlement of the
revenue all such customs are recorded, and form a
part of what is called the Record of Rights.

The regulation of the Land Revenue thus em-
braces, directly or indirectly, the reduction of the
whole of the law relating to landed property to a
definite shape. In the memorable case of the Per-
manent Settlement, there can be no doubt at all that
this process interfered to an immense extent with the
general constitution of native society, whether for the
better or the worse I do not inquire. In every other
part of India, there can be no doubt that one cardinal
innovation, often referred to, was made; that is to
say, the innovation of substituting the force of law for
the force of individuals, and a regular system of private
rights for a drifting mass of variable village customs.
But for at least half a century, every effort has been
made to do this with the utmost possible regard for